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Dear Colleagues,

Welcome to the September 2011 issHEBE News /C 92 )f{u S/ g ; Ela-bl\IZIASJé 5 NEdzy R

We hope you enjoy looking back at some of th& FEB ¢ Ké 0ociiK C9O.{ /2yaNBaa

Congress events in Torino in the sumdrpsrhaps 9RAOl 02y 9 gzéy i 3 0

you will even spot yourself in one of the photos! | , 5 & Y Ay {OASYOS 908yia
Plans for the Congress next year, which willbe a 5 dzy3 {OASyoeald C2NMzw

joint IUBMB and FEBS meetingSevillaare well C 9.{ S5ALESYS RQI 2yy$dz]

under way. We will feature the main events atthe 2018 s st & 8¢t SOG SR C9. { v OSNA

Congress in more detall in a fukREBS Newbutin

this issue we focus on its Young Scientists Program| ¢
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(page 11) as the deadline for applications is looming. 2 dzy3 { 0
/2y 3 a

)\SYaaua tONR INH Y
FEBS Advanced Courses for 2012 are alsogstartin YANB A3 HAMH M M
to be announced (page 13). These provide excellentg . { Ay [/ KA YL M H
opportunities to deepen understandingand keep | c9. { ! R@IF yOSR [/ 2 dzNBEvoa
abreast of progress in specific subject areas,and| C9. { CSftf 2gaKA LJ&A M p
attendance of young scientists at most of these
meetings is supported by Youth Travel Fund (YTR)C9 . { / 2YYdzyAii& bSga
grants. LYy aSY2NRFYY [/ 2yaillwcoy 5N
The success of FEBS publications underpins all 5
the work of FEBS in supporting scientSEBS C9.{ tdzofAOlIa2ya
Fellowships, FEBS YTF awards, and arangeof | C9. { W2 dzNy I ¢ My
activities carried out by other FEBS programmes | C9 . { [ S§SNAR H A
arefunded almost entirely by the prosdiin its az2f SOdzA I NJ hyO2f23e Hwm
journals. Thus, the rising Impact Factors of all threeg €9 - { hLISYy . A2 HM
established journals and the journalsd conpin
innovations in communicating scientific results and| + LJO2 YA Y3 SOSy U a H H
analysis make encouraging reading on pagez118 | / ' NBSNJ 2 LJLJ2 NI dzy'A s B a

This issue also features the interesting biographies
of the jJjournalsd chief ywar
FEBS Dippme dd Honneur 1 n T

D
The next issue &iEBS Newwill appear in early IU B M B
2012; before then, keep up to date with FEBS iubmbafebs

activities via the FEBS websgitgw.febs.org FE B s ‘oo Sse\tli"a ?12
Carolyn Elliss, FEBS News Editc == SEPISHRET
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FLILNPEAYLF 0SSt & mcXnnn &4dz0aONRAOSNE Ay Ye2KNEA GAKE &ydzSp nl- 80 ¢
F2NNXSN G&R.A{dz3ENER2E O Af KOfidWREKT S §yS o2 NA
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EDLIPLIWREBo dikKl i 6S Attt y23 RAAGNAROGdzISTI Ay Lye

ASNIAOS G2 2dz2NJ Y2NB CwkIRD SINGZARMAn Iy 2YFo I NE 3R SCroA.
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The 36th FEBS Congress
Torino, 2011

The 36th FEBS Congres
Tomorrowds Medicinebod
from 25th to 30th June 2011. The site of the
Congress was the Centro Congressi Lingotto al
former plant of the FIAT car industry, which wa
completely reshaped by the famous architect R
Piano, making it an excellent structure for
functional and comfortable running of conferen
(see photos). The facilities at the conference ce
the weather conditions and the general atmosp
in Torino all contributed to smooth and pleasan
participation in the Congress.

The Congress was attended by more than 2(
participants from all over the world: 1741 from
Europe, 184 from Asia, 51 from Central and
Southern America, 44 from North America, 13
from Africa, and 5 from Australia. A table on th¢
next page shows participation by country for th§
countries with the most attendees. ;

The FEBS Congress aimed to provide a
comprehensive view of the impact of biochemis
and molecular biology in medicine, from the ma
advanced basic research to new perspectives i

and development of therapeutic strategies. The
scientific programme was centred on 19 thema
areas, i ncluding 6The
mill enniumd, O6Compl ex
and membrane dynamics
devel opment and major
other advanced topics (for more detailsgpe/
www.febs2011.orp/The sessions of the Congre
consisted of 11 plenary lectures, 44 symposia, 8
13 special sessions and worksBuojith 212
invited speakers, and 74 speakers selected fro
submitted abstracts.
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investigators: 170 FEBS Congress burskes,
FEBS YSF bursaries for selected Young Scientis
Forum participants, 90 bursaries from the Italian
Biochemical Society, and 19 from the Italian
Federation for Life Sciences. A large number of
abstracts from young participants were selected for
oral presentation.
The plenary lectures, the invited and the selected
talks at the symposia and special sessions, and the
1350 poster presentations, together fulfilled tlee aim
of the Congress to provide extensive, advanced and
affirmative examples of the translational power of
bi ochemical research in
medicine. It is hoped in particular that the Congress
served to inspire the future research activity of
In keeping with FEBS policy, the Congress younger participants, encouraging them to pursue

organization facilitated participation by a large their efforts in these difficult days.

number of young scientists, who amounted to half

of the total attendees. A total of 405 bursaries were Gianfranco Gilardi, Chairman, Organizing Comm

made available to support participation of young Sergio Papa, Chair@amgress Scientific Committe

Education Events at the FEBS President, ORPHEUS) and Prof. Detlev Riesner
(Dusseldorf HeinrichleineUniversitat, and Co

Congress Founder and Chairman of the Supervisory Board
Qiagen NV Hilden, Germanywere followed by

The FEBS Congress 2011 witnessed a number gfely discussions with the interested participants.
educational events, organized by the FEBS Educatigyj ¢ hael Mul vanyds tal k,

Committee with strong support from the organizgrg) y c at i ond, focused on

dthe ltalian Society of BiochemistnglMolecular  php education. Inclusion of the PhD in the
Biology (ISBMB). The two FEBS workshops arego|ogna Praess (working towards comparable
briefly summarized below; more details, includinggher education across Europe) has supported
slides from the talks, are available on the FEBSeforts to improve the structure of PhD training,
Education Platform viattp://edu.febs.unibe.ch  jth clear 84-year time limits, and relevant course
A third worksiop, organized by the ISBMB and ok, The new structures also recognize that only a
targeted at an audience including science teachgfority (~15%) of PhD students continue to an
fromtheregorwa s hel d i n |t ajchderic r@sBarch dhled emphé&siifgHe need
scientific education: a bridge towards medicine, for courses in transferable skills. However, as
biology and DbiotechnohdngkdouthytheEBrépgan Universitidsy ' S € S 0
o Association (EUA), the research basis of PhD
Workshop I. PhD training in Europe: education makes it fundamentally different from
where are we heading? pregraduate education. These considerations,
This workshop, cohaired by Gul Guné k d o Ktagether with a dramatic increase in the number of
(Izmir; Chair, FEBS Education Committee) and PhD students in Europe, indicate the need for
Jason Perret (Brussels; Member, FEBS Educatistandards in PhD educatidito safeguard the
Committee), presented an opportunity for dialogigputation of the PhD as a research degree, and alsc
between academia and industry on the fundamentatrengthen career opportunities for those with
issue of posgraduate education. It was attendedRlyD degrees. Initiatives to produce standards have
about 120 participants, both faculty and PhD  been taken by a number of organizations including
students, from all over Europe. Stimulating EUA-Council for Doctoral Education and
presentations from the two invited speak&m®f. ORPHEUS (Organization for PhD education in
Michael Mulvany (Aarhus University Graduate Biomedicine and Health Sciences in the European
School of Health Sciences, Denmark, and Vice System).
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