
  

 

 

 

&%"3 .Å×Ó 
L{{¦9 о ό{9t¢9a.9wύ нлмм 

&%$%2!4)/. /& %52/0%!. ")/#(%-)#!, 3/#)%4)%3 

www.febs.org 

CƛǊŜǿƻǊƪǎ ƛƴ ¢ƻǊƛƴƻΣ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ  
осǘƘ C9.{ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎΣ WǳƴŜ нлмм 

LƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜΥ 

осǘƘ C9.{ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ 
ǊƻǳƴŘ-ǳǇ  
ǇŀƎŜ о 

C9.{ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎΥ 
ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎ 
ǇŀƎŜ мм 

C9.{ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
ƴŜǿǎ 
ǇŀƎŜ мс 

C9.{ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ  
 

ǇŀƎŜ му 

¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ 
tƻǎƛǝƻƴǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 

ǇŀƎŜ нн 



н 
C9.{ bŜǿǎ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмм 

Lb¢wh5¦/¢Lhb 

/ƻǾŜǊΥ 

¢ƘŜ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘΣ ƪƛƴŘƭȅ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘ ōȅ /ƭŀǳŘƛƴŀ wƻŘǊƛƎǳŜǎ-tƻǳǎŀŘŀΣ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜǎ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŬǊŜǿƻǊƪ 
ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ƛƴ ¢ƻǊƛƴƻ ŦƻǊ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ 5ŀȅ ŀǎ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ C9.{ ¸ƻǳƴƎ {ŎƛŜƴǝǎǘ CƻǊǳƳΣ ƘŜƭŘ 
Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ осǘƘ C9.{ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎΦ {ŜŜ ǇŀƎŜ т ŦƻǊ ŀ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¸ƻǳƴƎ {ŎƛŜƴǝǎǘ CƻǊǳƳ ƛƴ ¢ƻǊƛƴƻΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǇŀƎŜ мм ŦƻǊ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¸ƻǳƴƎ {ŎƛŜƴǝǎǘǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ L¦.a.ςC9.{ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ 
 

!ōƻǳǘ C9.{ bŜǿǎΥ  
C9.{ bŜǿǎ ƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻǊ ŦƻǳǊ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΦ 9Ƴŀƛƭ ŀƭŜǊǘǎ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƻ C9.{ bŜǿǎ ŀǊŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ 
ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ мсΣллл ǎǳōǎŎǊƛōŜǊǎ ƛƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ рл ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƛǎ ƻǳǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀƭƭ 
ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƻŦ C9.{ bŜǿǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŀǘ ƘǘǘǇΥκκǿǿǿΦŦŜōǎΦƻǊƎ 
 

 

¢ƻ ǎǳōǎŎǊƛōŜΣ ǳƴǎǳōǎŎǊƛōŜ ƻǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǎŜƴŘ ŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǘƻ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊϪŦŜōǎΦƻǊƎΣ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ 
ΨǎǳōǎŎǊƛōŜΩΣ ΨǳƴǎǳōǎŎǊƛōŜΩ ƻǊ ΨŎƘŀƴƎŜΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƭƛƴŜΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǳōǎŎǊƛōŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŀǘ ƘǘǘǇΥκκǿǿǿΦŦŜōǎΦƻǊƎκ
ƛƴŘŜȄΦǇƘǇΚƛŘҐоспΦ bƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜΣ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ǿŀȅΣ ȅƻǳǊ Řŀǘŀ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘΦ 

 

!ǎ ŀ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ плΣллл ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ C9.{ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ Cw99 ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ όtƘ5 ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ 
tƻǎǘ5ƻŎǎ ŀƴŘ {ŜƴƛƻǊ tƻǎǘ5ƻŎǎύ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ  

 

vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ C9.{ bŜǿǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ /ŀǊƻƭȅƴ 9ƭƭƛǎǎ όŜƭƭƛǎǎϪŎŀƳŦŜōǎΦŎƻΦǳƪύΦ 
¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƛǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŜŀǊƭȅ нлмнΦ 5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ όŀƭƭ ǘȅǇŜǎύ ƛǎ мсǘƘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмнΦ 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

Welcome to the September 2011 issue of FEBS News. 
We hope you enjoy looking back at some of the FEBS 
Congress events in Torino in the summer ð perhaps 
you will even spot yourself in one of the photos!  
 Plans for the Congress next year, which will be a 
joint IUBMB and FEBS meeting in Sevilla, are well 
under way. We will feature the main events at the 2012 
Congress in more detail in a future FEBS News, but in 
this issue we focus on its Young Scientists Program 
(page 11) as the deadline for applications is looming.  
 FEBS Advanced Courses for 2012 are also starting 
to be announced (page 13). These provide excellent 
opportunities to deepen understanding and keep 
abreast of progress in specific subject areas, and 
attendance of young scientists at most of these 
meetings is supported by Youth Travel Fund (YTF) 
grants. 
 The success of FEBS publications underpins all 
the work of FEBS in supporting scientists: FEBS 
Fellowships, FEBS YTF awards, and a range of 
activities carried out by other FEBS programmes 
are funded almost entirely by the proceeds from its 
journals. Thus, the rising Impact Factors of all three 
established journals and the journalsõ continued 
innovations in communicating scientific results and 
analysis make encouraging reading on pages 18 to 21. 
This issue also features the interesting biographies 
of the journalsõ chief editors, who were awarded the 
FEBS Diplôme dõHonneur in Torino (page 8). 
 The next issue of FEBS News will appear in early 
2012; before then, keep up to date with FEBS 
activities via the FEBS website www.febs.org 
 

Carolyn Elliss, FEBS News Editor 
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The 36th FEBS Congress  
Torino, 2011 

    

The 36th FEBS Congress ôBiochemistry for 
Tomorrowõs Medicineõ was held in Torino, Italy, 
from 25th to 30th June 2011. The site of the 
Congress was the Centro Congressi Lingotto at the 
former plant of the FIAT car industry, which was 
completely reshaped by the famous architect Renzo 
Piano, making it an excellent structure for 
functional and comfortable running of conferences 
(see photos). The facilities at the conference centre, 
the weather conditions and the general atmosphere 
in Torino all contributed to smooth and pleasant 
participation in the Congress. 
 The Congress was attended by more than 2000 
participants from all over the world: 1741 from 
Europe, 184 from Asia, 51 from Central and 
Southern America, 44 from North America, 13 
from Africa, and 5 from Australia. A table on the 
next page shows participation by country for the 
countries with the most attendees. 
 The FEBS Congress aimed to provide a 
comprehensive view of the impact of biochemistry 
and molecular biology in medicine, from the most 
advanced basic research to new perspectives in the 
molecular understanding of pathogenic mechanisms 
and development of therapeutic strategies. The 
scientific programme was centred on 19 thematic 
areas, including ôThe genome in the 3rd 
millenniumõ, ôComplexity in RNA biologyõ, ôProtein 
and membrane dynamicsõ, ôMolecular basis of 
development and major human diseasesõ, as well as 
other advanced topics (for more details see http://
www.febs2011.org/). The sessions of the Congress 
consisted of 11 plenary lectures, 44 symposia, and 
13 special sessions and workshops ðwith 212 
invited speakers, and 74 speakers selected from the 
submitted abstracts. 
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 In keeping with FEBS policy, the Congress 
organization facilitated participation by a large 
number of young scientists, who amounted to half 
of the total attendees. A total of 405 bursaries were 
made available to support participation of young 

investigators: 170 FEBS Congress bursaries, 126 
FEBS YSF bursaries for selected Young Scientist 
Forum participants, 90 bursaries from the Italian 
Biochemical Society, and 19 from the Italian 
Federation for Life Sciences. A large number of 
abstracts from young participants were selected for 
oral presentation. 
 The plenary lectures, the invited and the selected 
talks at the symposia and special sessions, and the 
1350 poster presentations, together fulfilled the aims 
of the Congress to provide extensive, advanced and 
affirmative examples of the translational power of 
biochemical research in todayõs and tomorrowõs 
medicine. It is hoped in particular that the Congress 
served to inspire the future research activity of 
younger participants, encouraging them to pursue 
their efforts in these difficult days. 
 

Gianfranco Gilardi, Chairman, Organizing Committee 
Sergio Papa, Chairman, Congress Scientific Committee 

Education Events at the FEBS 
Congress 

 

The FEBS Congress 2011 witnessed a number of 
educational events, organized by the FEBS Education 
Committee with strong support from the organizers 
ð the Italian Society of Biochemistry and Molecular 
Biology (ISBMB). The two FEBS workshops are 
briefly summarized below; more details, including 
slides from the talks, are available on the FEBS 
Education Platform via http://edu.febs.unibe.ch. 
A third workshop, organized by the ISBMB and 
targeted at an audience including science teachers 
from the region, was held in Italian on ôHigh school 
scientific education: a bridge towards medicine, 
biology and biotechnology university coursesõ. 
 

Workshop I. PhD training in Europe: 
where are we heading? 
This workshop, co-chaired by Gül Güner-AkdoĶan 
(Izmir; Chair, FEBS Education Committee) and 
Jason Perret (Brussels; Member, FEBS Education 
Committee), presented an opportunity for dialogue 
between academia and industry on the fundamental 
issue of post-graduate education. It was attended by 
about 120 participants, both faculty and PhD 
students, from all over Europe. Stimulating 
presentations from the two invited speakers ð Prof. 
Michael Mulvany (Aarhus University Graduate 
School of Health Sciences, Denmark, and Vice-

President, ORPHEUS) and Prof. Detlev Riesner 
(Düsseldorf Heinrich-Heine-Universität, and Co-
Founder and Chairman of the Supervisory Board 
Qiagen NV Hilden, Germany) ð were followed by 
lively discussions with the interested participants.  
 Michael Mulvanyõs talk, ôEuropean vision in PhD 
educationõ, focused on present European trends in 
PhD education. Inclusion of the PhD in the 
Bologna Process (working towards comparable 
higher education across Europe) has supported 
efforts to improve the structure of PhD training, 
with clear 3ð4-year time limits, and relevant course 
work. The new structures also recognize that only a 
minority (~15%) of PhD students continue to an 
academic research career, emphasizing the need 
for courses in transferable skills. However, as 
pointed out by the European Universities 
Association (EUA), the research basis of PhD 
education makes it fundamentally different from 
pre-graduate education. These considerations, 
together with a dramatic increase in the number of 
PhD students in Europe, indicate the need for 
standards in PhD education ð to safeguard the 
reputation of the PhD as a research degree, and also 
to strengthen career opportunities for those with 
PhD degrees. Initiatives to produce standards have 
been taken by a number of organizations including 
EUA-Council for Doctoral Education and 
ORPHEUS (Organization for PhD education in 
Biomedicine and Health Sciences in the European 
System). 
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